Introduction
The wartime experience and its aftermath plays a major role in the forma-
tion of personal identity and sense of self of those who were voung children
at the time.
Aim of this research is to determine factors that influenced formation of
self and memories in generation of children war survivors from Bos-
nia-Herzegovina, and ro analvse main problems rhey have been experienc-
ing in post-war divided society.
The obtained fctors will be further discussed in line with three ¥ ndd mvore)
cthnically different subgroups® that currently exist in gencration of Bos-
mian ,wir children®. Main problems those subgroups have been experienc-
ing will be analysed on following levels: ethnic and religions identity, in-
ter-ethnic relations, position of Others, different memories of war among
subgroups, consolidation of rranmatic memories and readiness for recon-
cilliation.

Short Theorethical Overview
- Haydee Faimberg (1988) - the telescoping generations
-Helen Epstein's (1988) - the role of gendered identities
-Horowitz (2000} - life-stories by the children and grandchildren of Holo-
caust survivors
~Volkan (2002) — chosen trauma
-Veena Das (2007) - the political use of memory
-Ayse Gul Atinay (2013) - women are a key actors in the process of trans-
missiod
-Kalina Yordanova (2015) - surviver parents resolve the conflict between
the need to communicate their past with their children and the necessity to
appose the official discourse
“Yordanova's |15-_1.-1.'1|ui|.||a!_l.:lil" ecouTl Ill.lIﬂthHEIII.'T:I.IIII:lII21 transmission of
war memorics in Bosnia-H erzegovina can be summarized into frve images
of the war as imagined by children: a scheme with no people, an attack on
the family home, survival at the expense of personal integrity, a dirty job
assigned to heroes, fceless horror,

Sources

Theories:
L !":l'irxth"t {2”'2] oo I_rr‘]_ﬂ’:lhlllrl.-:llth:l-""
-Mannheim's (192371952} definition of generation from a sociological
perspective
~Volkan's (2002) formulation of .chosen" trauma
-Koraft's (2004, 2006) model of core memory and narrative memaory
-Bar Tal's eight themes of conflict narrative
-Memaory sins by Schacter
Research:
-structured interviews (N=40) conducted with two generational groups of
Bosnians currently living in Sarajevo (1 generation: age 40-70, MN=20; 1T
generation: age 15-19, N=20],
-social |!s|:|.-1'i11 r||rgi|;'i|| and cognitive perspective was taken into consider-
ation while determining factors that influenced formation of self and dif-
ferences in memories of children war survivors in Bosnia-Herzegovina
-content analysis of history textbooks currently used in high-schools in
Bosnai-Herzegovina (three different teaching curricala)
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Results :

Schemal: Phases of development of conflict narrative and its transgrenerational transmission
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Conclusion

The formation of difficult narmtives of conflict includes several factors:
=core memory which is prone to memory crrors;
-narrative memory which includes (implicit) stercotypes, (implicit) preju-
dice, memaory sins, transgenerational transmission, ethos of conflicr, (cho-
sCn) traunma;g
~group belongingness (group glorification and attachment).
Diifhicult narratives are maintained through the following mechanisms:
-transgenerational transmission in the family;

existing reitgeist which includes school, peers, media, dominant politics.

Implications for future: REMEMBRANCE FOR PEACE" Program
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